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Statemen t of S enator :tv.~.ike Mansfield (D., Montana) 
September ll, 1957 J 
!Jvv-t .~-A ~ 1 rJV'-' ~ , t I, 4-o .. ~L 
The situation in Little Rock does not g row out of a law passed 
by Congress . It does arise out of a decision of the Supreme Court. The 
responsibility for the enforcement of the Supreme Court's decision, there-
fore, lies in the executive branch of the Federal Government and, specifically, 
in the hands of President Eisenhowe r and his agent, Attorney General Brownell. 
f • 
The Governor of Arkansas has raised a delicate and dangerous 
the issue of nullification of a Supreme Court de/ 
~he--a:TI"5W . otto use Fe ra:l or Sta:te-tro to impose sc 
is sue -
integ ~That /ould 
_!t/ i r:.ebelli.Q_n The ly answer · s to ob y the laws f t e land -- wh th 
they accord ~t one 1 s personal 
The President -- on whom the responsibility for final decision 
rests -- should lay the case by radio and TV before the people of the United 
States, and, s pe cifically, the people of Arkansas, and call on their good judg-
ment, their sense of tole rance, and their stake in the common good and welfare 
of this country to settle this matter in accordance with the "deliberate speed" 
procedure of the Sup rem e Court. To do gtherwise-wotlld-i*'Ssihl.y -place our 
Addendum: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
The controversy does not grow out of an Act of Cong ress. 
It is not specifically posed in the text of the Constitution, 
which for many years the Supreme Court found per-
missive of racially segregated schools by state lq.ws 
and by act of Congress in the District of Columb1a. 
It is founded in a reversal of that construction by the 
Supreme Court only three years ago. 
) 
Mike Mansfield Papers, Series 21, Box 39, Folder 14, Mansfield Library, University of Montana
r 
Mike Mansfield Papers, Series 21, Box 39, Folder 14, Mansfield Library, University of Montana
Statement of Senator Mike Mansfield (D. Mont . ) September 11, 1957 
The situation in Little Rock does not grow out of any law passed by 
Congress. It does arise out of an unanimous decision of the Supreme 
Court in 1954 . The responsibility for the enforcement of the Supreme 
Court's decision, therefore , lies in the Executive Branch of the Government , 
and, specifically , in the hands of President Eisenhower and his agent , 
Attorney General Brownell. 
The Governor of Arkansas has raised a delicate and dangerous issue -
the issue of nullification of a Supreme Court decision. 
The only answer is to obey the laws of the land - whether or not they 
accord with one ' s personal feelings . 
The President - on whom the full responsibility for final decision rests-
should lay the case-by radio and TV-before the people of the United States , and, 
specifically the people of Arkansas and call on their good judgment, their sense 
of tolerance and their stake in the common good and welfare of this country 
to settle this matter in accordance with the 11 deliberate speed procedure of 
the Supreme C ourt11 • 
On September 24 the President nationalized the Arkansas National 
Guard, and the Arkansas Air National Guard and dispatched 500 troops of the 
lOlst Airborne Division to Little Rock. They are still there. The Guard 
units are still federalized and the situation evidently is no closer to a solution 
than before . 
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The Nation faces one of the greatest hours in its history. Under 
his oath to uphold the constitution the President, in my opinion, was within 
his rights to take the grave action he did. Our country and its integrity 
under the law must come first, because otherwise lawlessness, defiance 
and anarchy would result. 
I hope and pray that the President will use his great powers discreetly 
and wisely, and I think he will. 
I hope that the extremi:,ts on both sides of this controversy will remain 
quiet and allow the great majority of A me ric an people, who are people of 
good-will and understandin , to bring about as reasonable and equitable 
solution to the problem as possible. 
I have two suggestions to make to the President. One, I believe the 
President should make public the F.B.I. files on the Little Rock incident, 
and on this incident only, so the American people will have a better and 
more comprehensive idea what is behind thi incident and the causes leading 
up to it. Two, under the Civil Rights Bill passed by Congress in August a 
Civil Rights Commission to be composed of six members was to be created. 
The duties of this Commission were to look into all phases of the Civil Rights 
problem and to report back to Congress within a two-year period its recommend-
ations and findings. 
The President signed the Civil Rights bill almost 4-weeks ago. To date 
not a single member has been appointed even though a great controversy is in 
progress and the need for it is greater than ever. 
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Dan hetstone, Publisher 
The Pioneer Press 
Cut Bank, Montana 
Dear Dan: 
ROUGH DRAFT 
This will acknowledge receipt of the October lOth issue of the 
Pioneer Press containing an editorial headed 11Some Questions Directed 
to our Two Montana Senators 11 • 
I not only found the editorial interesting reading, but I was im-
pressed also with its tone and the questions raised. You have asked 
three questions which I will endeavor to answer to the best of my ability. 
l} 11Have you become advocates of a protective tariff in an 
isolated sense or have you become converted to the principle of pro-
tection to Arne ric an industry in its wider implications? 11 
Generally speaking, the x.e: escape clause in the Reciprocal 
Trade Act gives to the President the power to impose tariffs to prdect 
American industry suffering from foreign competition. I voted for the 
Reciprocal Trade Act and for that specific amendment because I feel that 
American industry is entitled to that protection. Insofar as advocating a 
"protective tariff in an isolated se.ase11 , I take it you are referring to 
Montana industries. Of course I am and always ~ill be for a protective 
;Bjt~ 
tariff which M!oot sJtv1ontana industry and is needed because of the result 
~..;.. 
o ~fore1gn competition. 
2} "In other words, have you become prate ctionists as related 
solely to Montana industries and continue to be adherents to the free 
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trade doctrines ~x~~ of your party when other 
segments of the American economy present their difficulties for your 
attention and action? '*'e answer to this is contained in my answe~ to 
J 
question Nm l. 
3) "Congressman John Bennett (Republican) of Michigan 
announces that he will introduce a bill in the next session of Congress 
to re-impose an import tax on copper and said he expected opposition 
from the Eisenhower administration. He said half the copper imports 
come from Chile. Do you favor treating Chile imports the same as 
other imports, because of a relationship with Montana production and 
prices?" fram not at all certain that I understand the specific question 
you have in mind here. I do want to assure you though that if copper 
remains at a price which makes it unproductive to mine in Butte in 
competition with Chilean or other foreign Xlii:XXX copper, that I most 
certainly will support the bill Congressman Bennett has announced he 
will introduce in the next session of Congress. My job is not to repre-
sent the copper industry in Ch1le; my JOb is to protect to the hest of my 
,e s 
ability the copper, lead, zinc, manganese and tungsten industr;- in 
~ 
Montana to the end that employment will be continued in U.W basic field~ 
for the miners in Butte, the Beaverhead and Phillipsburg, for the 
smeltermen in Anaconda and Great Falls, and the , oods workers in 
western Montana. In protectin them, I am protecting the businessmen, 
the ranchers, the housewives and all other segments of our population 
who are dependent upon t e output of the mines, the '' ork in the smelters 
and the woods for their livelihood. 
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I hope, Dan, this gives the answers to the questions you have 
propounded. I admire your consistency down through the years, and I 
certainly recognize your right as a constituent to ask the questions listed 
above. I also recognize the mutual right of each of us and of all 
Montana's citizens to express their views in this particular field. 
With best personal wishes to you and hoping that the Chalk-
Butte road will be completed before the really severe weather sets in, 
lam 
Sincerely yours, 
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